
To generate a frequency or relative frequency distribution, you first have to establish how 
many classes or categories you want to divide your data into.  The categories must 
include all the possible values in the data.  We will construct a frequency and relative 
frequency distribution using four classes (or categories).  The first interval will begin at 
zero and the size of each interval will be 13,533. 
 
First, type in a column of values that represents the endpoints of the classes of your 
distribution. 

 
 
 



Now get in Data Analysis.  Data Analysis will show up along the panel of options under 
the Data tab.  If the option isn’t revealed under the Data tab, you must add the option in 
to Excel. 
 

 



Get into the histogram option within Data Analysis.  Now you are ready to input your 
data and the endpoints of your distribution categories. 

 
 
Click within the Input Range box and highlight the housing units data. 

 
 



Click within the Bin Range box and highlight your endpoints. 

 
 
 
The default output option is to create a new worksheet with your distribution.  In the New 
Worksheet Ply box, name the new worksheet (use any name). 

 



Click OK.  What arises is the frequency for each class whose endpoints you constructed. 

 
 
You can edit the worksheet and complete the interval definitions by typing them in 
yourself. 

 
 



Construct the relative frequency distribution by generating a new column in which each 
frequency is divided by the sample size. 

 
 
Copy and Paste your formula to each of the cells. 

 
 



Now let’s create an illustration of the relative frequency distribution. 
 
First highlight the data you want to chart.  Click on Insert as shown below. 
 

 



You will create a column chart.  Use the top left column option. 
 

 
 



The chart will be created.  You can go back and edit the chart.  Select a chart layout, such 
as layout 9.  You can now type in the chart title etc. 
 

 


